The AHC is known nationally and internation-
ally for the professional stature of its archivists and
curators. AHC staff present papers to national and
global audiences, serve as elected and appointed
leaders of their professions, and use their outstand-
ing expertise to teach workshops to fellow profes-
sionals. The Center has pioneered in several areas
of archives administration, including reaching out
to undergraduates and high school students, cata-
loging its collections in world-wide databases, and
using digitized collections as teaching and research
tools. Supporters of the AHC can take pride in the
status and prominence of this institution.

“l have done research...in the Library of
Congress (LC). While | have great respect
for the LC...the service that | have received
from you and your organization (AHC)
VASTLY outstrips my experience with the
LC.”

Jerry, an experienced scholar
and researcher

James Ayres, AHC Travel Grant recipient, studies
materials in the AHC Reference Room.

Thank You for Your Support

Name:

Addpress:

City:

State: Zip:

email:

Please accept my gift to the American Heritage

Center in the amount of:

O $100 O $1,000
O $250 O $2,500
O $500 O Other$

ONLINE: Make a payment using our secure

server: www.uwyo.edu/giveonline

PHONE: Call the University of Wyoming
Foundation during normal business hours:
307-766-6300 or 888-831-7795.

MAIL: Return this form with your payment.

O YES, please send me information about
planned giving (wills, trusts, etc.)

O YES, UW is named in my will.

O YES, my company matches my gifts. [ have
included a form from my company.

Contact Information

Mailing Address
American Heritage Center
Dept. 3924 / 1000 E. University Avenue
Laramie, WY 82071

Location
2111 Willett Drive (Centennial Complex)
Laramie, WY 82071

American Heritage Center
General Contact Information
307-766-4114
307-766-5511 (FAX)
ahc@uwyo.edu
htep://www.uwyo.edu/ahc

Director
Mark Greene - 307-766-2474
mgreene@uwyo.edu

Associate Director
Rick Ewig - 307-766-6385
rewig@uwyo.edu
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Officially established in 1945, the American
Heritage Center (AHC) is the University of
Wyoming’s (UW) repository of manuscripts collec-
tions, rare books, and the official UW Archives. We
are widely acknowledged by the University com-
munity, by the people of Wyoming, and by scholars
world-wide as one of the nation’s finest primary
source repositories.

In 2010 we received the highest distinction pos-
sible in our profession, the Society of American
Archivists’ Distinguished Service Award. One of
the nomination letters for the award noted “7he
American Heritage Center staff have leveraged their
modest operating budget very effectively through grants
and gifis.” We have achieved progress and devel-
oped (and effectively implemented) projects that
are the envy of our profession and of benefit to our
researchers, but done so on a relatively slim budget
indeed. You can be sure that your support of the




A student worker retrieves collections material from an
AHC storage room.

Why Support the AHC?

While many universities have manuscripts,
archives, and university archives, very few have
collections as extensive and significant as the
AHC. The AHC is a premiere and internationally
recognized archives and research center, bringing
wide attention to UW and the State of Wyoming.
The Center does much to support UW’s commit-
ment to national distinction, by attracting scholars
from around the world. The AHC also supports
UW’s commitment to academic excellence by pro-
viding and assisting with a wide-range of quality
courses and programs for students, in our efforts
to offer personalized instruction and exceptional
opportunities for research. Private support is crucial
in ensuring that UW and the AHC remain competi-
tive and continue providing quality educational and
enrichment opportunities to UW's community and

abroad.

Giving to the AHC

More than 50% of funding for the AHC comes from
private support, a combination of endowment
income and annual gifts. In fact, private funds
support 100% of our non-personnel expenses and
50% of our faculty and staff positions. We could
not function without private gifts.

Therefore, gifts of all sizes are greatly valued and
have an enormous impact on the work we do.
Unrestricted annual fund gifts are critical to help-
ing the AHC meet its daily needs by providing a
dependable source of flexible funding for its many
programs. Additionally, private annual donations
make resources available when there is a

sudden program need or a sudden opportunity
(for example, to purchase important historical
documents). Endowment gifts are just as critical to

the sustainability of the AHC.

“Ted’s History Day competitions have paid
off. His love of history opened the door for
some fantastic scholarships. More impor-
tantly, they were a major reason he will be

attending the U.S. West Point this fall.”

Nancy, Wyoming History Day parent

Endowments begin at $25,000, and support
professional positions and significant programs,
such as History Day. Endowments can be formed
through an outright gift of cash, charitable re-
mainder trust or a charitable gift annuity. Endow-
ments are crucially important to us, because of the
income they produce each year. Equally essential,
however, are trusts, annuities, and bequests. To
take one example, a charitable remainder trusts
can guarantee the donor a fixed income for life
with substantial tax advantages, while ultimately
benefiting the AHC. The UW Foundation can as-
sist anyone who might be willing to consider such

gifts.

It is possible to make gifts by check through the
mail (to the address at the end of this brochure)
or online, at www.uwyo.edu/ahc/giveonline. If
you would like further information, please contact
Center director Mark Greene, at 307-766-2474

or mgreene@uwyo.edu.
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Students setting up exhibits for Wyoming History Day.

How Will My Gift Be Used?

Our donors make it possible for us to support
students both at the university and public school
levels, provide a wide array of free public programs
and free access to our reading rooms, maintain

a robust traveling exhibits program viewed by
40-50,000 people each year, digitize our collec-
tion material for direct access on the web (we have
more than 100,000 items online as of early 2013),
and more. Annual fund philanthropy permitted
us to acquire irreplaceable collection material,
bring our technical infrastructure up to date, send
our archivists to learn the most up-to-date skills,
and achieve a wide variety of other purposes. If
you create an endowment, you participate in the
criteria for the use of its income.

When You Give to the AHC

*  You join a community of people who are com-
mitted to preserving history and encouraging
students and scholars to learn from the past.

*  You support excellence in learning as people
explore and explain what they have learned
through archives and through our rare books.

*  Donors receive our acclaimed Heritage High-
lights newsletter throughout the year.

*  As well as making a real difference, charitable
giving can play an important part in your
overall financial plan.

* Al gifts are tax-deductible, to the fullest ex-
tent possible under IRS regulations.

Scholars learning from original texts. The Toppan Rare
Books Library is almost completely funded by private
support.

Who To Contact

To find out more about how you can give or if you
would like a personal tour of the Center, please
contact:

e AHC Director Mark Greene at 307-766-
2474 or mgreene@uwyo.edu.

or

e AHC Associate Director Rick Ewig at 307-
766-6385 or rewig@uwyo.edu.

If you would like to make your gift online, please
go to www.uwyo.edu/giveonline.



