
SPRING 2023

Inside this 
issue:
Greg Dyekman: 
Finding Joy in 
Philanthropy

Tips for Giving in 
All Stages of Life

UW Legacy Match

SPRING 2023

Inside this 
issue:
Greg Dyekman: 
Finding Joy in 
Philanthropy

Tips for Giving in 
All Stages of Life

UW Legacy Match



GREGDyekman
An Exceptional Donor Finds 
Tremendous Joy in Philanthropy

Cheyenne attorney Greg Dyekman (B.S. 
accounting with honors ’77, J.D. ’80) is 
passionate about the University of Wyoming. 

He has made gifts large and small to support the 
colleges across campus for decades. He has also left a 
gift to UW in his will.

“I think, honestly, my mission is to make college life a 
little easier for the students,” Greg says.

But how did Greg get here? First, he was a student. As 
an alum he drifted away. But then he reconnected, and 
the rest is history.

“A big event happened to me when Th yra Th omson, 
who was the Secretary of State at the time, asked me if 
I wanted to attend a Board of Visitors meeting in the 
College of Arts and Sciences,” says Greg. “I wasn’t a 
graduate of A&S, but I went to that meeting and loved 
it, and it totally reconnected me with the university.” 
He continues to serve on that board.

Greg gave his very fi rst gift in 1984—$125 to the Law 
School Enrichment Fund. Th en he began to give more 
gifts to more areas. His gifts and passion for UW grew. 
And he loved it. 

Greg says that, during UW’s fundraising 
DISTINCTION Campaign, “I decided, after talking to 

the program director 
for Debate, that I 
would make my fi rst 
endowment gift. 
It brought me 
immense joy.”

Practicing as an estate 
attorney, Greg learned 
that others feel similar 
about giving. “Th e 
immense pleasure that 
people get when they 
include a charitable 
gift is just amazing 
to me,” he says. 
“It makes me very happy for them.” 

He continues, “Th e thing that I’ve learned as a giver: 
Th ere is tremendous joy in philanthropy. Every time I 
make a gift, it makes me smile at that moment. But it also 
continuously makes me smile every time.” 

Greg says, “A planned gift says I trust you. I love your 
mission. I want to make sure that mission lasts.” 

What is your Wyoming Legacy?

“Every time I make a gift, it makes me smile at that moment. 
But it also continuously makes me smile every time.”

– GREG DYEKMAN



Tips for Giving in 
All Stages of Life
TIP #1
During your working years, donate appreciated 
securities.

During your working years, you can give annually or even 
create an endowment to support those areas of the University of 
Wyoming that you care about.  

Either way, an eff ective way to do this is by giving appreciated 
securities or stocks. Appreciated securities you’ve held for more 
than a year can be donated to UW for a full fair market value 
deduction without incurring tax on the capital gains. 

TIP #2
In your retirement years, give from your IRA to satisfy 
your required minimum distribution (RMD).

If you are 73 years or older, you may be obligated to take an RMD 
from your tax-deferred individual retirement account, or IRA. 
You can support those areas of UW that you believe in while also 
taking advantage of tax benefi ts. Qualifi ed charitable distributions 
(QCDs) are a tax-effi  cient option that allows you to gift up to 
$100,000 annually from your IRA. 

Your gift will go toward your required minimum distribution, and 
the amount you gift is excluded from your taxable income, which 
can lower your taxes.  

TIP #3
Give your ultimate gift and make an impact.

As people get older, they often think about what they’ll leave 
behind. Th at leads many people to include a charitable gift to 
UW in their will.  Th ink about the ways you can have the biggest 
impact and then make a plan to support that in your will, trust, or 
as a benefi ciary on an investment or retirement account.

Donors like you have had an amazing impact on UW.  Th ey’ve 
established scholarships that support countless students. Th ey’ve 
given fellowships and travel stipends for graduate students who 
are our future scientists and professionals. Th ey’ve supported the 
Cowboy and Cowgirl student-athletes as they compete. Th ey’ve 
established named professorships and deanships to attract and 
retain talented faculty. Th ey’ve even created programs and centers 
that further research in the areas they are passionate about. Your 
impact is limited only by your imagination.

WHY WEGive

9801

We want to hear from you!

“Gifts are the lifeblood 
of the university. 

They make possible 
a plethora of special 
uses and projects that 
would otherwise go 

unfunded. Donors giving 
major gifts should always 

remember to continue their annual giving 
support as well. And anyone giving for the 
fi rst time should understand that this is a 
critical area. Without annual giving, the 
university would lose its heartbeat.”

– ALAN K. SIMPSON 
U.S. Senator

“I try to live my life to 
the fullest and make a 

diff erence where I can.  
One way I do that is by 
making sure my estate 
does the kinds of things 

I am passionate about—
that’s making sure young   

                                   people have opportunities. ”

– SUSAN PAMERLEAU 
Major General, U.S. Air Force (Retired)

“I’ve learned that students 
don’t care how much 

you know until they 
know how much you 
care. Being a lifelong 
academician and now 

a college president, I 
have a strong belief in the 

transformative power of higher education 
and the transformative power of planned 
giving. The way you transform places is that 
you invest in them. A planned gift is the 
ultimate gift to an institution.”

– DR. JOHN PIEPER 
Academic Leader and Philanthropist



Marian H. Rochelle Gateway Center
222 S. 22nd Street
Laramie, WY 82070

T  he Legacy Match is a matching gift program that enables UW 
alumni and friends to have an immediate impact when they make 
planned gifts to support the university. Planned gifts include 

bequests in a will or living trust, retirement plan beneficiary designations, 
and much more.

When you document a planned gift to UW, you can immediately 
direct Legacy Match funds to a purpose that resonates with you, such 
as scholarships or support for a specific college or program. When you 
document your gift with a simple one-page form, 10 percent of the 
estimated value of your future gift to UW will be matched, up to $10,000.

A pool of unrestricted matching funds is available on a first-come first-
served basis to donors who are 60 and older and are documenting a 
new planned gift. The Legacy Match program will end when the 
matching funds have been depleted. The Legacy Match was created by 
the UW Foundation Board of Directors and a private gift directed to 
the UW Foundation.

Contact us for more information about how you can take advantage of 
this opportunity to increase the impact of your legacy.

Legacy Match
Make an impact today by 

documenting your future gift

We are here to help you and 
your estate planning team. If 
you have made UW part of 
your estate plan, we encourage 
you to contact us so that we 
can properly document your 
intentions and express our 
sincerest thanks.

CONTACT US
To learn more about your 
options for estate planning, 
including gifts that pay you 
income, please return the 
enclosed card or contact:

Brett Befus 
Associate Vice President for 
Development 
(307) 766-4259 
bbefus@uwyo.edu 
www.uwyo.edu/giftplanning

 	 Please send me more information on legacy giving and the Legacy Match Program.
 	 UW is already included in my charitable plans, and I have not previously informed  

your office.

Name: 

Phone:

Email:

Document your 
planned gift 
using a UW 
Foundation 

Notice of Legacy 
Gift form

Legacy 
Challenge
Matching 

Funds

Immediate 
impact to 

your area of 
interest at the 
University of 

Wyoming

Future impact 
to your area of 
interest at the 
University of 

Wyoming

+ = x
WHAT IS LEGACY MATCH?

A special thank you to our Legacy Society members who have documented a legacy gift.

Eager to make an impact today? Contact Brett Befus at (307) 766-4259 or bbefus@uwyo.edu.

WHY DO YOU SUPPORT UW?

MAIL:  Detach from newsletter, fold in half, and seal on the side opposite from fold. 

CALL: (307) 766-4259 to speak directly to a UW representative.

ONLINE: Or you can fill out the form online at: http://uw.uwyo.edu/legacy.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!


